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The actions of Jesus Christ are usually related to humans. He died and rose again for me, 
for you, for us... for humans. His teaching guides humans, His salvation is for you, for me, 
for us. But have you ever thought that this salvation could also apply to all living things?
Think of a place in nature that you love. Is this place also affected by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ? Are this lake, this forest, this mountain, this vast plain part of 
God’s salvation accomplished in Jesus, His Christ? From the smallest insects to the largest 
mammals in the animal kingdom, but also your cat, your dog, your farm animals, do they 
benefit from God’s grace? And if so, does that not lead me to respect much more radically 
all living things that Jesus has also saved?
 
Following Jesus’ resurrection, the early Christians reflected on the significance of the 
Easter event. They put their discoveries into poetry. A hymn born of their reflections and 

The Cosmic Christ: All for all !

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and 
on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see such as thrones, kingdoms, 
rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. He 
existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together. Christ is also the head of the 
church, which is his body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he 
is first in everything. For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him 
God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 
by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.

Colossians 1:15-20
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taken up by the author of the Letter to the Colossians presents the risen Jesus as the 
reconciler of all things. The effect of the resurrection goes beyond the salvation of human 
beings. The assurance of life in Christ beyond death is not the only message of Easter, but 
a cosmic vision emerges from reflection and contemplation of the Resurrection. This is how 
the poem begins: «He (the Risen One) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; for in him everything in heaven and on earth was created.»
 
We must question our very anthropocentric understanding of the Resurrection. The biblical 
text invites us to see in Christ a cosmic significance of His work. Everything, animals, plants, 
humans, everything is carried in the life of the Risen One. Benefiting from reconciliation 
through His blood, Jesus leads us to be reconciled with all creation. As a result, creation is 
also a «Paschal» place; the effect of Easter on all living things is reconciliation.
For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled 
everything to himself.
He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the 
cross. (Col 1:19-20)
A reconciled world is the horizon of salvation. Christians, rooted in Jesus Christ, are invited 
to continue unceasingly this new reconciled creation that He initiates. And thus to believe 
that another world is possible. This reconciliation takes on a universal scope, including 
all creation; between torn and divided humans and all living things on earth. Such is the 
significance of Easter through Jesus crucified, who became the cosmic Christ. But beware, 
this cosmic Christ who precedes and accompanies the new creation is not an absolute and 
almighty master. His glory and cosmic dimension are part of His humiliation and crucifixion. 
His glory is marked by non-domination and self-giving love. This is the path of Jesus of 
Nazareth, raised up as the cosmic Christ by the one who is all in all.
 
In celebrating Jesus Christ, am I beginning to understand the world around me as also 
benefiting from God’s grace? What should I change in my thoughts, my attitude, my actions 
in the world, if I welcome and love this cosmic Christ and His work of reconciliation of all 
living things, opening up to a new creation?

PRAYER

Jesus, 
You precede all things and reign, with crucified hands, over the vast cosmos. Your grace 
reaches the most distant star as well as the most insignificant insect. And I have my place 
there, no longer at the centre, but in the coexistence of all living things. I am so happy 
to know that everything, and the word «everything» is so powerful in Your Word to the 
Colossians, everything can be in Your love. Everything is connected, You have reconciled 
everything. What a beautiful perspective in my sometimes tense existence, in this frag-
mented world, in the daily struggles. What a God who, in Christ, opens up spaces of 
peace, reconciliation and love for all living things! Glory and praise to God. In You, Christ 
beyond all things, cosmic Christ, I find myself at peace and well. 
Alleluia. Amen.

Martin BURKHARD
EERF - Eglise Evangélique Réformée du canton de Fribourg
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PRAYER

Lord our God, 
You are the God of peace, and You show us that true peace comes from justice and res-
pect for Your work. You have entrusted us with the earth as a common home, a garden 
to cultivate, a creation to love. But too often we have exploited it, forgetting that peace 
cannot flourish on injustice.
Today, we hear Your call: to a conversion of heart, to a transformation of our habits, to a 
new way of inhabiting the world.
Give us the wisdom to live simply, the strength to act fairly, and the faith to hope for a 
future of rest and security. Make us peacemakers in our families, our communities, and 
our daily choices. May our homes be peaceful, our relationships sincere, and our earth 
respected.
May Your Spirit renew in us the desire for justice, so that your promise may become reality: 
a people resting in peace, in safe and tranquil places, under your benevolent gaze.
Lord, thank you for giving us the intelligence and the heart to understand Your lessons 
and to see in them only the love You have for us. Thank You for making us instruments of 
Your peace, so that Your people may be carried, in all circumstances, by the hope of your 
eternal light.
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Jesus also said, “The Kingdom of God is like a farmer who scatters seed on the ground. Night 
and day, while he’s asleep or awake, the seed sprouts and grows, but he does not understand 
how it happens. The earth produces the crops on its own. First a leaf blade pushes through, then 
the heads of wheat are formed, and finally the grain ripens. And as soon as the grain is ready, the 
farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle, for the harvest time has come.”
Jesus said, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I use to illustrate it? It 
is like a mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the 
largest of all garden plants; it grows long branches, and birds can make nests in its shade.”
Jesus used many similar stories and illustrations to teach the people as much as they could un-
derstand. In fact, in his public ministry he never taught without using parables; but afterward, 
when he was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them.

Mark 4:26-34
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PRAYER

Lord Jesus, 
You teach us that the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, tiny and inconspicuous, 
but with unsuspected power. Today, we entrust to You our small gestures, our humble 
actions, our impulses of brotherhood that seem so fragile in the face of the giants of this 
world.
Help us to believe that every word of peace, every act of solidarity, every offer of forgi-
veness can become a tree where hope comes to rest. In a world fascinated by power and 
noise, open our eyes to the beauty of the invisible, to the strength of the unassuming, to 
the power of love that grows in silence.
Give us the patience of the sower, the confidence of those who know that You are at work 
even in what seems insignificant. May our lives, like this seed, become refuges for those 
seeking shelter, signs of Your Kingdom to come.
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